No Cross, No Crown

Authentic Discipleship at the Foot of the Cross, Part 2

By Rev. Carl W. Anderson Jr., M.Div

Scripture Meditation: Deut. 7:16-22 & II Cor. 10:5
 Before you read this teaching, I pray you will be challenged by God’s truth as it is applied to your heart by the Holy Spirit. Take a few minutes now to read Deut. 7: 16-22, I Pet. 3:18, Col. 1:21-22, & Gal. 2:20 as foundational truths before proceeding.

Truth #1: Christ transforms you little by little as you walk in the sanctifying road with Him

In Deuteronomy we read an amazing passage. Verse 16 declares, “And you shall consume all the peoples whom the Lord your God will deliver to you; your eye shall not pity them, neither shall you serve their gods, for that would be a snare to you.” Here is a unique moment of human history: the chosen people of God, the children of Abraham, are embarking on a mission which has carried them out of the bondage of Egypt (their old life) into the Promised Land (their new life) yet they find as they reach the gates of that promised land, flowing with milk and honey (fresh relationship and truth from God) that there are giants in that land, too great for them to deal with on their own strength.

Understand that all of this was an incredible type and shadow for us, the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ, who delivered us from Egypt at our moment of personal redemption, and brought us to the gates of the Promised Land (our new LIFE or ZOE of the Spirit). We find that now we have been set free from our disposition of the sinful nature within, that there are still remnants of it inside of us, and the only way to get free is to:

surrender to the Lord Jesus and call on His death to be applied to that area of stubborn sin and

cry out for His new LIFE by the Spirit, His resurrection power, to be applied and cause us to change and walk as new creatures in light, holiness, joy, and truth. 

I watched an amazing 10-hour miniseries recently, the HBO production by Steven Spielberg and Tom Hanks called, Band of Brothers. It chronicles the history of the 82nd airborne; a new fighting troop launched during WWII of paratroopers who were trained to jump behind enemy lines on D-Day and secure certain targets and disrupt the enemy during the battle. In episode 3 there is an amazing dialogue between a young soldier, who is crouching in fear…fear that must have gripped him. An anointed Lieutenant walks by and speaks this amazing revelation about being a soldier to the young paratrooper. “Do you know why you hid in that foxhole, Private? It’s because you’re afraid, and you think there’s still hope (for your life). But private, there is no hope. You’re dead, and until you realize that, you’ll never be able to function like a soldier is meant to function: without fear, without mercy, without compassion.”

Here is the truth: God demanded that the Children of Israel show no mercy to their enemies in the land; in fact they were to destroy them all without fear or compassion, because:

Yahweh, their God and ours, was doing the real fighting (that’s the Holy Spirit in you by the way) and

if they didn’t destroy these opposing people and their gods, then later they could cause contradiction, mixture and ultimately compromise in the lives of the redeemed, and this is exactly what happened in future generations. 

So God demands that you face the strongholds of sinful patterns inside of you, and walk with Him day by day down a progressive path of healing, forgiveness, cleansing, and fresh application of the cross and the blood of your Lord Jesus Christ. 

Show me a Christian who is unwilling or unmotivated to do this, and I’ll show you a backslider; one who is living with sin and playing with it like a toy; one who is still harboring bitterness or resentment or hatred or fear; one who is choosing every day to walk in a mixture of the ways of the flesh and the spirit and yet attends church every Sunday and maybe is even in leadership. C’mon people! It’s time for transformation at the cross. No cross, no crown The Lord will drive out those sinful patterns little by little as you agree with His judgment upon them! As that Lieutenant declared, soldier, you’re dead…in other words, you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

Fleshly ways, man’s ways, are carnal and only cause human beings to change from the outside inside, and people find that sinful patterns, though maybe repressed for a time, only pop up into other areas and cause defilement to themselves and others. All modern day pop-psychology television is like this. It is a trap! Watch out believers! God’s ways, the ways of the Spirit, are to affect change, permanent, beautifying change, from the inside outside…Christ DIED, was RESURRECTED; you have DIED, and inside of you is RESURRECTION LIFE which when unlocked within can sever you permanently from patterns of sin and transform you into a HOLY man or HOLY woman, one who is “blameless” in the sight of man and in the sight of God.

“…the Lord your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God.” Vv. 21.  “…that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as luminaries (stars) in the world, holding fast the word of LIFE…” Phil. 2:14-16a. “…even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but ALIVE to God in Christ Jesus…” Rom. 6:11. “…now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also WALK by the Spirit.” Galatians 5:23-24.

Truth #2: Strongholds in your mind can only be taken and secured aggressively, not passively

In II Corinthians 10:3-5, Paul paints us a picture of a battle going on in our minds every day, one that is fought with spiritual weaponry (the fresh word of God applied to a particular area of struggle, and power of the Spirit to conquer that area as we surrender) and conquers unseen enemies of the old land which have built up patterns and ways of acting/reacting to life that are both ungodly and sinful. 

So what exactly is a “stronghold/fortress”? The Greek word used here can be defined as, “a lie or deception that causes you to accept something even though you know it’s against God’s will.” Did you get that? You see, there are dozens of giants still in the land, areas of deception through your up-bringing, like judgments you formed against those in authority (usually against parents as they raised you), or areas of un-truth that you were taught in the past, or even areas of negative words or word curses spoken over you which you never broke and somehow agreed with, and they took root inside of you and are growing rotten fruit to this day. You need to take those areas captive to the TRUTH and the light of God’s word and destroy them! Satan’s lies about you and these areas are like water pistols, and they hold you captive, but take your powerful bazooka and blow those water-guns to smithereens! Take no prisoners, and have no mercy. If you want to grow, you’ve got to REPENT (God’s way of victory) and RENEW your mind with His word every day.

You’ve got to learn that the only person responsible for your growth in the Kingdom of God is…you. The place of change is the place of the Cross…the place of death, the place of the Skull. As you agree with the Word of God, you are spiritually coming to death with Christ on that Cross, and as you surrender to His presence, His presence drives out and destroys those arguments and lies in your mind, which are contrary to Him and His ways, and infuses your spirit-man with new life to live. 

What’s the catch? Discipline. That’s right, discipline. Remember that even Jesus, (who taught us all HOW to do this in the story of his temptation in the wilderness) was tempted by Satan three times. The devil didn’t leave after losing the first battle…he came back. Many Christians, perhaps even you, dear reader, have succumbed to the deception of the enemy and grown discouraged because you were successful once at fighting these enemies God’s way, but after the first battle, another one came, and you failed to resist and lost that one, and you now think you can’t live free. Alas, get on your knees and cry aloud, that’s right, I said cry ALOUD (to God, to the devil, and to your neighbors through the open window) for deliverance and it shall come! There’s power in proclamation. Start speaking the truth and destroy those lies. Get together with a prayer partner and ask them to pray you through to victory, even though it might take days, weeks, or months to get free and stay free and become a transformed warrior, one who can function as a warrior of the King. Use your sword to break the chains of the enemy off of your own life and mind, and the lives of those around you. Soli Deo Gloria.

